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In this annotated guide we offer a reference list, with brief synposes, of possible films for inclusion in 
schools and linked to the Australian Curriculum: English (AC:E).  These films meet one of the three 
cross curriculum priorities in the Australian Curriculum, which is Studies of Asia, specifically Australia’s 
contribution to Asia and Asia’s impact on Australia. This priority was recently introduced to curriculum 
policy in the 2008 Melbourne Declaration (Ministerial Council for Education Early Childhood 
Development and Youth Affairs, 2008). In this guide we include Australians films made by Asian 
Australian filmmakers, as well as films about people from Asian countries in Australia, where 
representations of Asia are a significant part of the film’s content. As the Australian Curriculum: 
English , (AC:E), states, “(s)tudents use intercultural understanding to comprehend and create a range 
of texts, that present diverse cultural perspectives and to empathise with a variety of people and 
characters in various cultural settings” (Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority, 
2013). The ACARA document also states: 
In the Australian Curriculum: English, the priority of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia 
provides rich and engaging contexts for developing students’ abilities in listening, speaking, 
reading, viewing and writing. 
The Australian Curriculum: English enables students to explore and appreciate the diverse 
range of traditional and contemporary texts from and about the peoples and countries of Asia, 
including texts written by Australians of Asian heritage. It enables students to understand how 
Australian culture and the English language have been influenced by the many Asian languages 
used in Australian homes, classrooms and communities. 
In this learning area, students draw on knowledge of the Asia region, including literature, to 
influence and enhance their own creative pursuits. They develop communication skills that 
reflect cultural awareness and intercultural understanding. (ACARA, 2013)  
 
In English, this Cross Curriculum Priority (CCP) means responding to film through both critical and 
aesthetic faculties, that is to say, we want students to engage in creative and critical thinking in 
response to these texts. When we began to research this area, we found it was difficult to find film 
texts suitable for schools in the first place. We hope this annotated reference list might serve to fill that 
gap for teachers and to also align this new CCP with some of the knowledge of the other required 
General Capabilities of the AC:E, which we have mapped in the table. As well as ‘critical and creative 
thinking’, we align the films here with fostering of ‘intercultural understanding’, ‘literacy’, (in particular 
‘cineliteracy’ or the language of film), ‘ethical understanding’, ‘personal and social capability’. In 
addition, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) capabilities might be deployed in order to 
compose responses to the films. Since the AC:E defines film as a ‘literary form’, inclusion of one or 
more of these feature films should also develop all three AC:E strands of language, literature and 
literacy, depending on the framing of the unit context in which they are viewed. We also suggest some 
companion texts that may be studied alongside these films to make intertextual connections between 
literary and non-literary texts. The films here are all available on DVD and although the list is in no way 
exhaustive, it is a place to begin. 
 
Australian features films by Asian Australian directors and/or Asian Australian themes 
Film  
(year), genre 
and language 
Director/ 
Production 
Details 
Film Synopsis 
Year level 
suitability 
AC:E GCs Suggested Companion Texts 
 
Lucky Miles 
(2007) 
English, Arabic, 
Bahasa 
Indonesian and 
Cambodian 
(English 
Subtitles) 
Michael 
Rowland 
Two groups of asylum seekers, from Cambodia and Iraq, are 
stranded on a remote Western Australian beach by the crew of an 
Indonesian fishing boat. They are instructed to walk over the dunes to 
a road (which doesn’t exist) and wait for a bus (that will never arrive). 
Realising they have been duped, the two groups set off in different 
directions to find Perth. Although most of the asylum seekers are 
quickly rounded up by local authorities, one Iraqi, one Cambodian 
and an Indonesian from the stranded boat crew begin an epic journey 
south through the vast Pilbara region, pursued by a reluctant army 
reservist unit. 
Junior 
Secondary 
(9 or 10) 
AC:E GCs: Literacy; ethical 
understanding; intercultural 
understanding; personal and 
social capability 
Short stories (including personal 
life- stories by young refugees) 
No place like home: Australian 
stories.(Dechian, 2005)  
Another Country: writers in 
detention (Keneally & Scott, 
2007) 
Film: Southern Cross (de Freist, 
2004) 
Bondi Tsunami 
(2003) 
Road trip- 
drama/comedy/
MTV 
English and 
Japanese (with 
English 
subtitles) 
Rachael 
Lucas 
(writer, 
director) 
Bondi Tsunami is a mixed genre film which follows the adventures of 
Japanese surfing tourists, Yuto and Shark on a surreal, anime-
inspired road trip as they travel north from Bondi, heading towards 
Surfers Paradise. On the way they pick up Kimiko and the mysterious 
Ganja Man. Their trek north is marked by visits to a number of ‘big’ 
Australian landmarks. The film offers a unique perspective of 
‘temporary Asian-Australians’ as they observe and participate in 
Australian culture. 
Upper 
secondary 
10 or 11 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Film  or TV series:  Puberty 
Blues (Beresford, 1981/2003) 
(Banks & Edwards, 2012-) 
Film: Japanese Story (Brooks, 
2005) 
Short Story: Tourism (Law, 2008) 
Floating Life 
(1996) 
Drama 
English and 
Cantonese 
Clara Law 
(writer, 
director) 
A Chinese family migrate from Hong Kong to Australia and find 
themselves caught between two cultures.(NFSA, 
http://www.nfsa.gov.au/) 
Clara Law is a Hong Kong Second Wave film director, now relocated 
to Australia. 
Junior 
Secondary 
(9 or 10) 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
SBS TV series Hybrid Life short 
film: Delivery Day (Manning, 
2000)  
Film: The home song stories 
(Ayres, 2007) 
Life Stories: Plantings in a New 
Land (Ling, 2001) 
Growing up Asian in Australia 
(Pung, 2008) 
Footy Legends 
(2006) 
Drama 
English and 
Vietnamese 
Khoa Do 
(writer, 
director) 
Luc Vu is out of work and struggling to care for his sister, Anne. 
When authorities threaten to remove Anne into care, Luc decides the 
only way for him to pull his life together is to reunite his high school 
Rugby League team and enter the local championship competition. 
This film explores a number of different masculine representations as 
Luc’s high school mates try to recapture their glory days, and prove 
to their themselves, their families and the world they have what it 
takes to be champions. 
Born in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Khoa Do is a film director, 
screenwriter, professional speaker and philanthropist who received 
the Young Australian of the Year Award in 2005. The Do family 
arrived in Sydney as Vietnamese refugees in 1980. 
Junior 
Secondary 
(9 or 10) 
Moderate 
lanuguage 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Novels: Deadly Unna (Gwynne, 
1998); Nukkin Ya (Gwynne, 
2000); 
Film: Australian Rules (Goldman, 
2002) 
Autobiography: The Happiest 
Refugee (Do, 2010) 
Jammin' In The 
Middle E 
(2006) 
TV drama 
English and 
Arabic, (English 
subtitles) 
Mkim 
Mordaunt 
(writer, 
director) 
Set in Sydney’s ‘Little Lebanon’, Jammin’ in the Middle E is a short 
feature (50 mins) about an Arab Australian family. Naima, a uni 
student, is a good girl who complies with the wishes of her traditional 
father, Said, and takes care of her family. Her brother, Ishak, can’t 
seem to stay out of trouble and finds himself on the wrong side of the 
local ‘tough’, Sharief. With the help of his mechanic friend, Rafi, Ishak 
desperately tries to prepare his car for a street race. When it 
becomes clear his unreliable car will lose, Ishak instead challenges 
Sharief to a rap slam.  
Year 11 
and 12 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Short Stories: Nothing Interesting 
about Cross Street (Yahp, 1996) 
Play: The Modest Aussie Cossie 
(Valentine, 2010) 
Japanese 
Story  
(2002) 
Drama 
English and 
Japanese 
(English 
subtitles) 
Sue 
Brooks 
Australian ‘sheila’ Sandy reluctantly accepts the job of driving 
Japanese businessman Hiromitsu on a tour of the Pilbara mining 
region in Western Australia, in the hope of selling him the geology 
software developed by her company. Despite being aware of the 
many dangers of the remote areas of north Western Australia, Sandy 
capitulates to Hiromitsu’s tourist demands, until the danger that is 
always present irrevocably changes their lives. 
Senior  
(11 or 12) 
Moderate 
language, 
nudity, sex 
scenes 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Films: Bondi Tsunami (Lucas, 
2004); The Goddess Of 1967 
(Law, 2000); 
Mao's Last 
Dancer  
(2009) 
Drama 
English and 
Mandarin 
Chinese 
(English 
subtitles) 
Bruce 
Beresford 
The inspirational true story of a young boy’s extraordinary journey 
from poverty to international stardom. From gruelling apprenticeship 
to classical dancer in communist China, to the glory of creative 
freedom in America. But, there is a painful price to be paid for his 
quest for self-expression. Mao’s Last Dancer captures the 
intoxicating effects of first love and celebrity, the pain of exile, and 
ultimately the triumph of individual endeavour over ideology. “Before 
you can fly, you have to be free”.  
Mao’s Last Dancer Press Kit (Smith, 2010)  
9 or 10 AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Novel: Mao’s Last Dancer (Li, 
2008) 
Southern 
Cross  
(2004) 
Drama 
English 
 
Mark 
DeFriest 
(writer, 
director) 
This is a quest film. With their mother dead, illegal immigrants Liang 
and Bo decide to escape from the outback detention camp where 
they are being held. Armed only with the knowledge to ‘follow the 
Southern Cross’ the kids make a daring escape to freedom, only to 
realize first hand that Western Australia is a vast and hostile land. 
Year 7, 8 AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Documentary: Letters to Ali (Law, 
2004) 
Poetry and life stories: Another 
Country: writers in detention 
(Keneally & Scott, 2007) 
No place like home: Australian 
stories.(Dechian, 2005) 
 
The Finished 
People  
(2003) 
Mockumentary 
English 
Khoa Do 
(writer, 
director) 
Do’s almost-documentary offers a glimpse into the lives of homeless 
youths in Cambaratta, in south-western Sydney. Featuring stories 
written and performed by some of the subjects, The Finished People 
documents their struggle to survive despite the harsh realities of an 
existence with an uncertain future. 
Born in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Khoa Do is a film director, 
screenwriter, professional speaker and philanthropist who received 
the Young Australian of the Year Award in 2005. The Do family 
arrived in Sydney as Vietnamese refugees in 1980. 
12  
Drugs, 
crime, HIV 
aids 
AC:E GCs: Literacy(cineliteracy); 
ethical understanding; 
intercultural understanding; 
personal and social capability 
Short stories (Personal life- 
stories by young refugees): No 
place like home: Australian 
stories. (Dechian, 2005) 
Film: Walking on Water (Ayres, 
2003) 
The Goddess 
Of 1967  
(2000) 
Drama 
English and 
Japanese  
(English 
Subtitles) 
 
Clara Law 
(writer with 
Eddie Ling-
Ching 
Fong), 
director) 
Nudity, 
moderate 
sex scenes, 
incest, 
moderate 
language 
The titular Goddess, a 1967 Citroen DS, draws a wealthy, bored and 
naive Japanese man from Tokyo to Australia. Having agreed to 
purchase the car, he arrives to find the vendors deceased, and 
agrees to drive a young blind girl on a five day journey into the opal-
mining region of Australia to acquire the necessary papers from the 
car’s current owner, BG’s grandfather. 
The stories of JM and BG are told through a series of flashbacks as 
they travel through regional Australia, providing insight and impetus 
for their individual quests. 
Clara Law is a Hong Kong Second Wave film director, now relocated 
to Australia. 
Senior  
(11, 12) 
Literacy(cineliteracy); ethical 
understanding; intercultural 
understanding; personal and 
social capability 
Japanese Story (Brooks, 2004); 
Bondi Tsunami (Lucas, 2004); 
The Home 
Song Stories 
(2007) 
Drama 
Tony 
Ayres 
(writer, 
director) 
This autobiographical film follows the story of Rose, a glamorous 
nightclub singer from Hong Kong, as witnessed by her young son. 
Always looking for greener pastures, Rose drags her children from 
Hong Kong to Melbourne, via marriage to a smitten naval officer, and 
on through a succession of ‘uncles’ as she pursues the life she 
English, 
Mandarin, and 
Cantonese  
(English 
Subtitles) 
believes she is destined to lead. The film deals with issues of 
dysfunctional, familial relationships and hybrid identities.  
Tony Ayres (born 16 July 1961) is a Chinese-born Australian 
screenwriter and director. 
Senior  
(11, 12) 
Moderate 
sex scenes, 
moderate 
language, 
suicide 
Literacy(cineliteracy); ethical 
understanding; intercultural 
understanding; personal and 
social capability 
Autobiography: Unpolished Gem 
(Pung, 2006) 
Life stories and short stories: 
Growing up Asian in Australia 
(Pung, 2008) 
Quarrel (Chan, 2008) 
The Year of the Rooster (Chou, 
2008) 
 
My Tehran For 
Sale  
(2009) 
Drama 
Persian 
(English 
Subtitles) 
Granaz 
Moussavi 
(writer, 
director) 
HIV aids; 
gender 
issues 
Marzieh is a young female actress living in Tehran whose theatre 
work is banned by the authorities. At an underground rave, she 
meets Iranian born Saman, now an Australian citizen, who offers her 
a way out of her country and the possibility of living without fear. This 
film deals with the plight of those wanting to express themselves 
artistically in an oppressive country and the problems of detention. 
(NFSA, http://www.nfsa.gov.au/) 
Granaz Moussavi is an Iranian-Australian contemporary poet, film 
director and screen writer. She is primarily renowned for her avant-
garde poetry in the 90's. Her award winning debut feature film My 
Tehran for Sale is an acclaimed Australian-Iranian co-production in 
conjunction with the South Australian Film Corporation. 
 Literacy(cineliteracy); ethical 
understanding; intercultural 
understanding; personal and 
social capability 
Documentary:  A Wedding at 
Ramallah (Salama, 2002) 
Lifewriting stories and poetry:  
Another Country: writers in 
detention (Keneally & Scott, 
2007) 
Granaz Moussavi's poetry  and 
other Iranian women poets' work 
in translation can be found at: 
http://voiceseducation.org/conten
t/granaz-moussavi 
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